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The Congregation at Prayer 

The Whole StoryThe Whole StoryThe Whole StoryThe Whole Story    
2025 

A Daily Devotional  

St. Paul LCMS, Ida Grove, IA 

 

Week #38-The Whole Story 
12th Week after Trinity 

September 14-September 21, 2025 
 
Start Every Day 
“In the Name of the Father, and + of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen” 
 
recite APOSTLE’S CREED 
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VERSE:  Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.” 
 
CATECHISM—Ten Commandments: Third 
Commandment 
 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love 
God so that we do not despise preaching and His 
Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn 
it. 
 
PRAYER of the WORD 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, without Your 
help our labor is useless, and without Your light our 
search is in vain. Invigorate our study of Your holy 
Word that, by due diligence and right discernment, 
we may establish ourselves and others in Your holy 
faith; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Sunday, September 14 
 

• Read The Gospel of Luke, Ch. 12-13 

AMBROSE: (Luke 12:49-50)  Love is good, having 

wings of burning fire that flies through the saints’ 

breasts and hearts and consumes whatever is 

material and earthly but tests whatever is pure. 

With its fire, love makes whatever it has touched 

better. The Lord Jesus sent this fire on earth. Faith 

shined brightly. Devotion was enkindled. Love was 

illuminated. Justice was resplendent. With this fire, 

he inflamed the heart of his apostles, as Cleophas 

bears witness, saying, “Was not our heart burning 

within is, while he was explaining the Scriptures?” 
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4 Hence, all earthly treasure! 

Jesus is my pleasure, 

    Jesus is my choice. 

Hence, all empty glory! 

Naught to me thy story 

    Told with tempting voice. 

        Pain or loss, 

        Or shame or cross, 

Shall not from my Savior move me 

Since He deigns to love me. 

 

5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O pride and pow’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 
1 Jesus, priceless treasure, 

Fount of purest pleasure, 

    Truest friend to me, 

Ah, how long in anguish 

Shall my spirit languish, 

    Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 

        Thou art mine, 

        O Lamb divine! 

I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 

Naught I ask beside Thee. 

 

2 In Thine arms I rest me; 

Foes who would molest me 

    Cannot reach me here. 

Though the earth be shaking, 

Ev’ry heart be quaking, 

    Jesus calms my fear. 

        Lightnings flash 

        And thunders crash; 

Yet, though sin and hell assail me, 

Jesus will not fail me. 

 

3 Satan, I defy thee; 

Death, I now decry thee; 

    Fear, I bid thee cease. 

World, thou shalt not harm me 

Nor thy threats alarm me 

    While I sing of peace. 

        God’s great pow’r 

        Guards ev’ry hour; 

Earth and all its depths adore Him, 

Silent bow before Him. 
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The wings of fire are the flames of the divine 

Scripture. ISAAC, OR THE SOUL 8.77.1 

 
Monday, September 15 

• Read The Gospel of Luke, Ch. 14-15  

PETER CHRYSOLOGUS: (Luke 15:25-32)  The older 

brother, the older son coming from the field, the 

people of the law, hears the music and dancing in 

the Father’s house, yet he does not want to enter. 

“The harvest indeed is abundant, but the laborers 

are few.” Every day we see this same thing happen 

with our own eyes. The Jewish people comes to its 

Father’s house, the church. It stands outside 

because of its jealousy. It hears the harp of David 

echoing, and the music from the singing of the 

psalms, and the dancing carried on by so many 

assembled races. It does not wish to enter. 

Through jealousy, it remains outside. In horror, it 

judges its Gentile brother by its own ancient 

customs, and meanwhile, it is depriving itself of its 

Father’s goods and excluding itself from his joys. 

SERMON 5.2 

 
Tuesday, September 16 

• Read The Gospel of Luke, Ch. 16-17 

 
1 Just, Arthur A., ed. 2005. Luke. Ancient Christian 

Commentary on Scripture. Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press. 
2 Just, Arthur A., ed. 2005. Luke. Ancient Christian 

Commentary on Scripture. Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press. 
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AUGUSTINE: (Luke 16:19-22)  Jesus kept quiet about 

the rich man’s name and mentioned the name of 

the poor man. The rich man’s name was thrown 

around, but God kept quiet about it. The other’s 

name was lost in silence, and God spoke it. Please 

do not be surprised. God just read out what was 

written in his book.… You see, God who lives in 

heaven kept quiet about the rich man’s name, 

because he did not find it written in heaven. He 

spoke the poor man’s name, because he found it 

written there, indeed he gave instructions for it to 

be written there. SERMON 33A.4.3 

 
Wednesday, September 17 

• Read The Gospel Luke, Ch. 18-19 

CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA: (Luke 18:18-23)  What reply is 

made by the all-knowing One of whom it is written 

that he “takes the wise in their craftiness”? “Why 

do you call me good? No one is good except one, 

God.” You see how Christ proved immediately that 

the ruler was neither wise nor learned, although he 

was the ruler of a synagogue of the Jews. He says, 

“You did not believe that I am God, and the 

clothing of the flesh has led you astray. Why did 

you apply to me titles suitable to the supreme 

nature alone, while you still assume that I am a 

mere man like you and not superior to the limits of 

human nature?” In the nature that transcends all, 

 
3 Just, Arthur A., ed. 2005. Luke. Ancient Christian 

Commentary on Scripture. Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press. 
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Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every 
evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
Amen. 
 
Luther’s Evening Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive 
me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. 
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 
may have no power over me. Amen.  
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Jerusalem’s offenses, might doubt the possibility of 

obtaining pardon if it performed fruits worthy of 

repentance.8 He granted pardon even to those at 

Jerusalem who had blasphemed and crucified the 

Son of God. HOMILIES ON THE GOSPELS 11.15.7 

 
Sunday, September 21 
 

• Read 1 Chronicles 1-5 
 
End Every Day 
 
Pray the Collect for Holy Cross Day 

Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted 

high upon the cross that He might bear the sins 

of the world and draw all people to Himself. 

Grant that we who glory in His death for our 

redemption may faithfully heed His call to bear 

the cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
 
Personal Prayers 
 
pray LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 Just, Arthur A., ed. 2005. Luke. Ancient Christian 

Commentary on Scripture. Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press. 
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God alone is found to be good by nature, that is, 

unchangeably good.… He says, “I do not seem to 

you to be truly God. Ignorantly and foolishly, you 

have applied to me the properties and virtues of 

the divine nature. Why do you then imagine that I, 

a mere man that never is invested with goodness 

but only gains it by the assent of the divine will, 

have the property of the unchangeable nature?” 

This was the meaning of what Christ spoke. 

COMMENTARY ON LUKE, HOMILY 122.4 

 

Thursday, September 18 
 

• Read The Gospel of Luke, Ch. 20-21 

CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA: (Luke 20:19)  Again the gang of 

Pharisees is inflamed with unbridled rage. They 

draw the bow of their envy. They grind their teeth 

at him who calls them to life. They savagely attack 

him who seeks to save and who humbled himself 

from his supreme and godlike glory to our 

condition. They plot the death of he who became 

man that he might abolish death. The wise 

Evangelist shows us the only cause that hindered 

their shameless pride. He said that they feared the 

people. He understood, therefore, that they were 

not restrained by a feeling of piety toward God. 

The commandment given by Moses that plainly 

says, “You shall not kill the holy and the just,” did 

 
4 Just, Arthur A., ed. 2005. Luke. Ancient Christian 

Commentary on Scripture. Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press. 
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not bridle their violence. They had far more respect 

for the fear of people than the reverence due to 

God. COMMENTARY ON LUKE, HOMILY 135.5 

 
Friday, September 19 
 

• Read The Gospel of Luke, Ch. 22 

CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA: (Luke 22:20)  It was suitable for 

him to be in us divinely by the Holy Spirit. It was 

also suitable for him to be mingled with our bodies 

by his holy flesh and precious blood, which we 

possess as a life-giving Eucharist, in the form of 

bread and wine. God feared that seeing actual flesh 

and blood placed on the holy tables of our 

churches would terrify us. Humbling himself to our 

infirmities, God infuses into the things set before 

us the power of life. He transforms them into the 

effectiveness of his flesh, that we may have them 

for a life-giving participation, that the body of life 

thus might be found in us as a life-producing seed. 

Do not doubt that this is true. Christ plainly says, 

“This is my body. This is my blood.” In faith, receive 

the Savior’s word. Since he is the truth, he cannot 

lie. You will honor him. The wise John says, “He 

that receives his witness has set his seal that God is 

true. For he whom God sent speaks the words of 

God.” The words of God, of course, are true. In no 

way whatsoever can they be false. Although we 

 
5 Just, Arthur A., ed. 2005. Luke. Ancient Christian 

Commentary on Scripture. Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press. 
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cannot understand how God does that, yet he 

himself knows the way of his works. COMMENTARY 

ON LUKE, HOMILY 142.6 

 

Saturday, September 20 
 

• Read The Gospel of Luke, Chapter 23-24 

BEDE: (Luke 24:44-49)  The preaching of repentance 

and the forgiveness of sins through confession of 

Christ’s name appropriately started from 

Jerusalem. The first root of faith in him would be 

brought out where the splendor of his teaching and 

virtues, the triumph of his passion, the joy of his 

resurrection and ascension were accomplished. 

The first shoot of the blooming church, like some 

kind of great vine, would be planted. By an increase 

in the spreading of the Word, the church would 

extend the branches of its teaching into the whole 

wide world. The prophecy of Isaiah would be 

brought to fulfillment. He said, “The law will go 

forth from Zion and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem, and he will judge the nations and 

convict many peoples.” It was appropriate that the 

preaching of repentance and the forgiveness of 

sins, good news to be proclaimed to idolatrous 

nations and those defiled by various evil deeds, 

should start from Jerusalem. Perhaps some of the 

nations, thoroughly terrified by the magnitude of 

 
6 Just, Arthur A., ed. 2005. Luke. Ancient Christian 

Commentary on Scripture. Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press. 


